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            In 2022 the United States “homeless population accounted for 580,000 individuals” (DeCarmine, 2023), which increased by 6% from 2017 to 2024. Communities have complained to local government officials about the crime, quality of life, and public health issues that arise from homeless encampments.  The increased presence of the unhoused population prompted local city and state government policymakers to utilize “involuntary displacement” as a means to “dismantling of encampment communities and the dispersion of unsheltered people experiencing homelessness (PEH) (Padmanabhan, 2024). Governor Gavin Newsome has allocated 131 million dollars to dismantle homeless encampment communities (Downs, 2024). Research data suggests that the Housing First model for addressing homelessness is ineffective. Creating just policies confirms that “there is a need for evidence-based evaluation of various policy options to inform effective and equitable public health and homelessness policy” (Padmanabhan, 2024). Research data has proven that the law enforcement approach to addressing homelessness is ineffective (DeCarmine, 2023). 
Addressing the homelessness public health issue requires a systems approach because it incorporates the person in environment perspective to wholistically address the presenting issues of the unhoused. The onset of homelessness is “triggered by a crisis, and once the crisis is resolved, many people regain stable housing” (Lauren Dunton, 2020). The public health crisis surrounding Homelessness is coerced by the lack of affordable housing, adequate social resources, and systematic barriers created by non-inclusive social policies. The lack of affordable housing opportunities is a barrier that perpetuates the housing crisis because it coerces “extremely low-income renter households to spend more than half their income on rent and utilities, which makes affordable housing inaccessible without substantial financial subsidies” (Carl et al., 2018). Therefore, with limited affordable housing resources, the family is doomed to Homelessness. The systematic barriers that also influence Homelessness are criminal backgrounds, evictions, and domestic violence because of the stereotypes associated with the contexts of those labels. 
	The Supreme Court's decision to ban encampments in public places is biased. The encampment ban adversely impacts individuals and families experiencing homelessness. The ban on encampments in public places makes it against the law to be homeless. Allowing state and local government municipalities to implement the social ordinance will further strain the community's trust in government while alienating and excluding an already disenfranchised population of society. The law enforcement approach to homelessness perpetuates the problem because it infringes on the population's constitutional rights. Addressing homelessness as a social issue requires a clear understanding of intersectionality because it helps explain how "Individual characteristics interact with policies and patterns of social exclusion to influence who becomes homeless " (Shinn, 2007). The ban on encampments will make the unhoused population more susceptible to police brutality. Dismantling unhoused encampment communities will only compound the problem because unhoused individuals often avoid shelters for fear of violence and acquiring a disease” (Canoso, 2021). The law enforcement approach coerces legal consequences and gives unhoused individuals an "impossible choice- either stay awake or be arrested" (DeCarmine, 2023).
Encampment community pros include having “ implications for the health, safety, and well-being of the people who use them” (Lauren Dunton, 2020). The encampment community provides a safe space for this community. Homeless encampments reinforce independence because the  “ability to exercise autonomy, anonymity, and freedom of movement seems to be a decisive factor that draws some people to encampments (Lauren Dunton, 2020). These communities ensure that unhoused individuals will not be aimlessly walking the street. The encampments also decrease the likelihood of unhoused individuals residing in grossly dangerous conditions. Therefore, this allows the population of unhoused individuals and families to coexist within society. Lastly, homeless encampments provide an opportunity for the unhoused to relinquish some sort of self-value.
	Encampment community cons include increasing the possibility of arrest and possible police brutality. The use of involuntary displacement will revitalize the air quality near the encampment. Removing the homeless encampments prevents other unhoused individuals from settling in the community. Involuntary displacement helps the community maintain environmental cleanliness. Removing these kinds of settlements from communities will also help deter crime within the unhoused encampment community. Homeless encampments are disorganized, unclean, and dangerous contraptions that serve as homes. The property value in the neighborhood decreases due to social factors like homelessness and crime where the encampment is located. Removing the encampments will alleviate the stench associated with the encampment and air quality.
                Addressing homelessness requires a dynamic approach to the issue. It is suggested that “understanding the needs and demographics of people in encampment settings is challenging, as no standards or requirements exist for reporting on this subset of people experiencing unsheltered homelessness” (Lauren Dunton, 2020). City and state governments have suggested that “Further development of outreach practices and housing assistance” is an integral part of providing support after displacement of the unhoused population. During the encampment removal, cities and states have instructed “outreach workers to administer assessments to enter encampment residents in the CoC coordinated entry system” (Lauren Dunton, 2020)to ensure that each unhoused individual data is appropriately recorded. I would advocate for a policy that ensures that the unhoused population is effectively assessed to identify presenting issues holistically.
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